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General Terms and Conditions for the management of and 
collection for stage performances (GTCSP) 
Version 1.0  

 

1. Scope of application 
 

1.1. The exploitation of works from the SSA repertoire in the form of stage performances is 
subject to the application of these General Terms and Conditions.  

 
1.2. The term “SSA repertoire” refers to any stage performance works created by authors who 

are members of SSA, as well as by authors who are represented by SSA in Switzerland 
under representation agreements with foreign organisations. Authors include any other 
rights holders who have entrusted the management of their rights to SSA under a 
management mandate based on its Articles of Association, or to a foreign organisation 
that SSA represents in Switzerland. 

 
1.3. The term “user” refers to any performance event organiser – producers, organisers, tour 

managers, distributors, professional companies – as well as all occasional users 
(amateur companies, associations, etc.) and, more generally, any person who uses a 
work from this repertoire.  
The term “producers” refers to the person or entity who coordinates and brings together 
the resources needed to produce the show; they must obtain the authorisations required 
under copyright law.  
The term “organiser” refers to the person or entity that controls public access to the show.  
All users are deemed to have read and accepted all the provisions of these General 
Terms and Conditions, without prejudice, on the one hand, to the special terms and 
conditions arising from agreements concluded by SSA and, on the other hand, without 
prejudice to the right of authors to set terms and conditions that are more favourable to 
them. 
 

1.4. “Performances by amateur companies” refers to performances by companies or groups 
in which the majority of those involved (actors, directors, technicians, etc.) receive no 
remuneration for their participation in the show and who carry out this activity outside 
their professional and family time. 

 
1.5. For all performances in Switzerland, these General Terms and Conditions take 

precedence over any agreements concluded between third parties that provide for terms 
and conditions that are inferior to SSA’s standard terms and conditions, based for 
example on tariffs applicable to territories other than Switzerland.  

 
1.6. These terms and conditions also apply to performances given in the form of live 

streaming, i.e. live transmission on a website, platform or mobile application, under the 
terms and conditions published for this form of exploitation on www.ssa.ch.  

  
1.7. Communications are accepted in electronic form, with the exception of the documents or 

cases indicated. 
 

1.8. Formulations in the singular apply mutatis mutandis to any form of plural. 
 

http://www.ssa.ch/
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2. Application for authorisation prior to performances 
 

2.1. Any work use in the form of a stage performance by a producer must be the subject of 
an application for authorisation addressed to SSA, prior to the performances and with a 
view to issuing a licence.  

 
2.2. The application must be made in writing and take place three to six months before the 

expected or actual date of the first performance, before any rehearsals are held and 
before any public announcement of the show, using the forms published on www.ssa.ch. 
It is advisable to allow twelve months for adaptations. 

 
2.3. SSA will forward the application as soon as possible to the author in order to obtain 

his/her agreement, in accordance with the conditions set out below. This is subject to 
cases where the author has authorised SSA to directly permit or reject performances with 
certain characteristics.  

 
2.4. Any organisation hosting a stage performance with SSA repertoire is responsible for 

checking that the users have a licence, otherwise it is jointly and severally liable towards 
the author and SSA. 

 
2.5. Any unauthorised performance of a work with SSA repertoire constitutes an infringement 

of copyright, liable to give rise to legal proceedings before the civil and criminal courts 
and to be punished in accordance with the Swiss Federal Copyright Act (COPA). 

 

3. Content of an application for authorisation 
 

3.1. The producer applying for an authorisation must send SSA the form available for this 
purpose, indicating all the information required for the authorisation to be issued, in 
particular: 

- a precise indication of the work or works making up the stage performance: main 
work (dramatic, dramatico-musical, choreographic, etc.) and additional works (stage 
music, additional texts, additional choreography, etc.) as well as their respective 
durations; 

- the name of the translator, if applicable; 
- the name of the adaptor as well as a letter of intent and the share of royalties claimed 

for the adaptation work, if applicable; 
- the name of the person responsible for directing; 
- the territory and duration requested for the exploitation; 
- the planned number of performances; 
- whether or not the exploitation will be used for live streaming; 
- whether or not surtitles are used for the use of the work (language, name of author). 

 
3.2. As soon as the producers are aware of this, they must send SSA the following 

information: 

- the performance schedule/tour plan, no later than two weeks before the first 
performances; 

- any changes to this tour schedule/plan; 
- all school and private performances; 
- the contact details of those responsible for paying the authors’ rights remuneration; 
- any change regarding the co-authors of a work in progress. 

 

http://www.ssa.ch/
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3.3. At the express request of SSA, the producers shall provide copies of the assignment 
contracts, co-production or co-direction/implementation of the performance, together with 
their appendices and/or amendments. The parties may suppress information that is 
confidential but not relevant to the application of these General Terms and Conditions. 

 

4. Granting and scope of representation authorisation 
 

4.1. For professional use, a special performance contract is concluded between the author 
and the producer. This contract is sent to the producer. It must be returned to SSA, dated 
and signed by the persons duly authorised to engage the producer, within 15 days. The 
contract thus countersigned by SSA is returned by post to the producer, which only then 
becomes the authorised party.  If it is authorised to do so, SSA signs this contract on 
behalf of the author and their representatives. 

 
4.2. For exploitations by amateur companies and in special cases of professional use, the 

authorisation may be the subject to a notification issued by SSA by electronic means or 
by post. Unless otherwise notified within 15 days, the terms shall be deemed to have 
been accepted by the recipient of the authorisation.  

 
4.3. Authorisations are limited to use of the work in the form of stage performances and, where 

applicable, live streaming. Any other form of exploitation, in particular by recording on an 
audiovisual medium, requires a separate agreement. 

 
4.4. As a rule, licences are granted for a period of 3 years and are not transferable. This 

duration may be deviated from by express and written consent from SSA for a maximum 
of 6 years.  

 
4.5. If the producers fail to fulfil their obligations under the performance contract they 

concluded with the author and SSA, and if this failure persists at the end of a thirty-day 
period set by SSA by means of a formal notice, the performance contract shall be 
terminated by the author and SSA with immediate effect at the expiry of said period, 
without formalities or reservations, without prejudice to any damages. In this case, the 
authorisation granted by the performance contract ceases with immediate effect, and the 
producer is responsible for assuming all the consequences of this cessation with regard 
to its third-party contractual partners. 
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5. Moral rights of the author 
 

5.1. Moral rights are expressly reserved by the author. The recipient of the performance 
authorisation is jointly and severally liable to the author for any infringement of his/her 
moral rights, in particular any violation of his/her right of authorship and of the right to 
respect for the integrity of his/her work.  
Except with the express consent of the author, the user may not change the title of the 
work, make cuts or allow performers to alter the content. The author, or persons 
authorised to safeguard his/her interests, may attend rehearsals of his/her work. Unless 
otherwise stipulated by the author or SSA, the author’s name must appear on all 
documents drawn up by the user and intended for communication to the public. The 
recipient of the authorisation requires compliance with these obligations, for which he/she 
remains jointly and severally liable, on any organiser hosting the performance and on any 
intermediary.  

 

6. Tariffs – uses in Switzerland 
 

6.1. SSA applies the formula that is most favourable to the author, i.e. the one that results in 
the highest amount, from among the following three calculations: percentage of receipts, 
percentage of the price of assignment or guaranteed minimum based on the permitted 
maximum capacity at a given venue. There are separate percentages and packages for 
professional and amateur exploitations. In all cases, the minimum amount per invoice 
issued will be CHF 60. 
 

6.2. Where possible, these prices will be communicated to the organiser in advance of the 
performances. If SSA does not yet know the precise conditions of collection, they are 
mentioned as “without prejudice”.  

 
6.3. In any case, the author may set higher conditions. 

 
6.4. Professional exploitation 

 
For the main work, SSA applies the formula most favourable to the author among the following 
variants: 

• 12% of receipts 
• 12% of the assignment price  
• guaranteed minimum depending on the maximum capacity of the venue: CHF 1.20 per 

seat and per performance. 
 
For an additional work, the same rules apply depending on the duration of the work. Per 
minute, the rate will be 0.12% and the guaranteed minimum will be CHF 0.012 per seat and 
per performance. The rate is capped at 6% or CHF 0.60 per seat if the guaranteed minimum 
collection according to the capacity of the venue is applied.  
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6.5. Exploitation by amateur companies 
 

For the main work, SSA applies the formula most favourable to the author among the following 
variants: 

• 15% of receipts 
• 15% of the assignment price  
• guaranteed minimum depending on the maximum capacity of the venue: 

• Up to 100 seats:   CHF 115.00 per performance 

• From 101 to 300 seats:  CHF 150.00 per performance 

• Over 300 seats:   CHF 180.00 per performance 
 

These minimums do not apply to free entries (see item 6.6.5), for which the guaranteed 
minimum per seat is set at CHF 1.20. 
 
If no request for authorisation is received by SSA one month before the performance or if the 
performance is announced after the event, the guaranteed minimum will be increased to CHF 
250 per performance, without prejudice to any additional damages claimed by the author. 
 
For an additional work, the same rules apply depending on the duration of the work. Per 
minute, the rate will be 0.12% and the guaranteed minimum will be CHF 0.012 per seat and 
per performance. The rate is capped at 6% or CHF 0.60 per seat if the guaranteed minimum 
collection according to the capacity of the venue is applied.  
 
The rates, lump-sum payments and surcharges applicable to companies which are members 
of FSSTA and FFSI are published on www.ssa.ch.  

 
6.6. Definitions of calculation bases  

 
6.6.1. The following constitute receipts: 

- proceeds from all tickets sold, counted at their sale price; 
- the share of season tickets; 
- the amount of funds collected, in particular money obtained “through hat 

collection”;  
- the amount of the subsidy or specific support collected by the user and granted 

per ticket or per performance in order to reduce the admission price for certain 
categories of spectators; 

- for commemorative events or similar multi-year events, tickets offered to 
sponsors or similar partners, which must be assessed according to contractual 
conditions; 

- apart from the deduction of municipal or cantonal taxes levied on tickets, 
ticketing costs as defined in 6.6.4, and VAT where applicable, no other 
deductions may be made. 

 
6.6.2. The assignment price, i.e. the purchase price of the performance or the sale price 

of the performance, is the amount owed by the organiser to host the performance, 
regardless of the form (sale price, fixed price, revenue guarantee, pre-purchase, 
etc.). If ancillary costs such as travel, accommodation, per diem, transport costs for 
scenery and technical equipment are stipulated separately in the assignment 
contract, SSA does not consider them to be part of the assignment price. In the 
absence of an assignment price, the total amount of gross artistic fees is used as 
the basis for calculation. 

http://www.ssa.ch/


 6. 

 

U48E0126 

In the case of co-productions, the assignment price must be stipulated separately in 
the co-production contract, failing which SSA is entitled to consider the entire co-
production contribution as the assignment price; it is also entitled to demand the 
submission of any accounting documents (receipts) from the entities concerned or 
to make estimates. 

 
6.6.3. “Capacity of the venue” refers to the number of seats available for the public in 

the auditorium at the time of the performance concerned. When the performances 
do not take place in a theatre and it is impossible to calculate the authors’ rights 
remuneration on the basis of receipts or the assignment price, the user will inform 
SSA of the capacity applicable to the calculation based on the number of seats; 
failing this, SSA is entitled to estimate this capacity. 

 
6.6.4. The ticketing costs may be subject to a flat-rate deduction of 5% of receipts, or a 

maximum deduction of 13% of receipts if the declaration of receipts is spontaneously 
accompanied by supporting statements drawn up by the authorised third party. Bank 
transaction fees and fees for services provided by commissioned third parties that 
are not clearly linked to the ticket reservation/sales system cannot be deducted. 

 
6.6.5. Complimentary tickets (“invitations”) are limited to 10% of the seating capacity for 

a performance, excluding sponsor quotas, allocation duties, and allocations granted 
to contracted media partners or similar communication partners. The number of 
admissions offered in excess will be collected on the basis of the guaranteed 
minimum per seat. However, at the request of the organiser, SSA may tolerate an 
invitation rate of more than 10% without charging the corresponding authors’ rights 
remuneration , in particular if the organiser has used methods shortly before the 
performances to ensure sufficient attendance or if it is appropriate to support the 
promotional efforts of the show in the context of national tours; this provision does 
not apply to commemorative events and similar multi-annual events. 

 
6.7. Special cases 

 
6.7.1. For school performances the conditions for professional exploitations apply with 

the particularities that the assignment price only comes into consideration in the total 
absence of receipts and that the guaranteed minimum is calculated solely on the 
basis of seats actually occupied.  
The amount of the subsidy or specific support received by the user and granted per 
ticket or per performance is considered to be receipts. However, for performances 
intended for primary and secondary schools only, if the assignment (or engagement) 
contract is signed by a school authority or a municipality and the performance takes 
place on school premises or in a multi-purpose hall occupied by the school authority 
for this purpose, the calculation will be based on a lump sum : CHF 80 per 
performance for the main work and CHF 30 per performance for an additional work; 
the author may, however, set higher conditions.  

 
6.7.2. Exploitation in the form of live streaming is subject to a supplement, the pricing of 

which is published on www.ssa.ch.  
 

6.7.3. The pre-event programmes are subject to a surcharge calculated in the same way 
as mentioned above in items 6.1 to 6.6, although the rate is reduced to 0.5%. The 
supplement is payable by the entity that took the initiative to engage the first part; 
consequently, this share can be deducted from the share of authors’ rights 
remuneration in the main performance. In the event of more than one performance 

http://www.ssa.ch/
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in the first part, the supplement will apply to all the works and will be divided equally 
between them. 

 
6.7.4. For comedy shows made up of emerging artists, SSA is entitled to manage them 

on a flat-rate basis. Standard professional exploitation conditions apply to comedy 
festivals.  

 
6.7.5. Surtitles in a language other than that in which the performance is given will be 

subject to a supplement calculated in accordance with the above conditions, the rate 
being reduced, however, to 2% and the guaranteed minimum to CHF 0.20 per seat; 
the guaranteed minimum will be calculated on the basis of the number of actual 
users if the surtitles are only available on individually issued devices.  

 
6.7.6. If SSA does not represent the entire co-authors of a work, it reduces the rate 

according to the distribution key that has been made known to it or according to the 
share claimed by the authors represented. Authors whose rights constitute SSA’s 
repertoire may not waive a share of authors’ rights remuneration, which means that 
their share must be greater than 0%.  

 
6.7.7. Choreographic shows: in the case of pre-existing music not managed by SSA, the 

rate is reduced according to the duration of this music and will be calculated 
according to the following mathematical formula: 

𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑒 −   

1
3

𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑒

𝑑𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑡
 𝑥 𝑑𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝑚𝑢𝑠𝑖𝑐 𝑛𝑜𝑡 𝑚𝑎𝑛𝑎𝑔𝑒𝑑 

 
6.7.8. If the performance includes more than 50% of its duration of music protected by 

small rights (i.e. falling within SUISA’s management remit), the rate is reduced by 
the duration of this music and will be calculated according to the following 
mathematical formula:  
 

𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑒 −   
1

2
 𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑒

𝑑𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑒𝑣𝑒𝑛𝑡
 𝑥 𝑑𝑢𝑟𝑎𝑡𝑖𝑜𝑛 𝑜𝑓 𝑡ℎ𝑒 𝑝𝑟𝑜𝑡𝑒𝑐𝑡𝑒𝑑 𝑚𝑢𝑠𝑖𝑐 (𝑠𝑚𝑎𝑙𝑙 𝑟𝑖𝑔ℎ𝑡𝑠)  

 
It is the responsibility of the producer and/or debtor to inform SSA of the duration of 
the music protected by small rights. 

 
6.7.9. For dinner theatre performances, the price of the ticket without the meal will be 

taken into account. If there are no separate prices, the cost of the meal established 
on the basis of receipts will be deducted from the “meal included” ticket price up to 
a maximum of 50% of this price, in order to calculate the revenue applicable for the 
collection of SSA authors’ rights remuneration. “Meal” means a menu consisting of 
at least one main course and a starter or dessert. If services other than a meal are 
combined with the performance and increase the price of the admission ticket, only 
the price of the admission ticket to the performance itself will be taken into account 
by SSA, which reserves the right to request the corresponding supporting 
documents.  

 
6.7.10. For shows where SSA is only involved for part of the programme which is subject 

to a single admission price: the calculation bases will be adapted to the duration of 
the programme, i.e. pro rata temporis.  
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6.7.11. If the performance can be seen or heard in a place other than the venue where it 
is performed, if there is no assignment price or ticket sales, SSA is entitled to collect 
a supplement, based on the calculation according to the capacity.  

 
6.7.12. For all other cases of composite programmes, SSA intervenes on the basis of a 

single calculation variant, i.e. the one most favourable to the authors of all the works 
represented. 

 

7. Tariffs - exploitations abroad 
 

7.1. If SSA is represented by a foreign organisation in the territory of exploitation, the 
conditions and tariffs of that organisation will take precedence over these General Terms 
and Conditions. The list of these territories is published on www.ssa.ch and regularly 
updated.  
 

7.2. If SSA works directly with a user abroad, the conditions and rates applicable in 
Switzerland will apply, subject to a reduction in the minimum rates to take account of the 
local standard of living. 

 
7.3. These provisions for exploitation outside Swiss territory only apply if SSA is entitled to 

collect authors’ rights remuneration in the territory concerned. 
 

8. Collection methods  
 

8.1. No later than 15 days after the performances, the user liable to pay an authors’ rights 
remuneration must send SSA the detailed statement of receipts, together with the other 
elements, set out in the declaration of income form published on www.ssa.ch. 

  
8.2. If the performances extend over more than 30 days, the user must submit a declaration 

of income for each calendar month, within 15 days of the end of the month. 
 

8.3. The conditions published on www.ssa.ch apply to the electronic submission of the 
declaration of income. 

 
8.4. Invoices issued by SSA are denominated in Swiss francs (CHF) and sent electronically. 

They must be paid within 30 days of their date of issue, without any deductions. SSA may 
charge an additional fee for a printed invoice sent by post, in accordance with the 
conditions published on www.ssa.ch. 

 
8.5. Any supporting documents requested by SSA (ticketing system statement, tax document, 

etc.) in order to check the amounts declared must be submitted within 15 days. Upon 
prior notice, SSA may audit the user’s accounts. 

 
8.6. It is forbidden for the user to pay all or part of the authors’ rights remuneration owed to 

SSA to the author, a production entity or any agency. 
 

http://www.ssa.ch/
http://www.ssa.ch/
http://www.ssa.ch/
http://www.ssa.ch/
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9. Advances and financial guarantees 
 

9.1. A-valoirs (advance payments of a guaranteed amount) 
 

The author may request an “à-valoir”, i.e. an advance payment of a guaranteed amount. In 
the case of a collaborative (co-authored) work, if one of the authors requests such a payment, 
SSA proposes that the other authors also request an advance payment, calculated according 
to the authors’ rights shares. An amount stipulated net by the author is subject to a mark-up 
taking into account the rate of administrative costs and contributions of a social and cultural 
nature applied by SSA at the time.  

 
9.2. Minimum number of performances/partial or total cancellation fee 

 
The author may request a minimum number of performances within a defined period. At the 
end of this period, the producer is liable for the amount corresponding to the number of 
performances not given multiplied by the guaranteed minimum per performance stipulated in 
the contract or, failing this, based on the calculation of the authors’ rights remuneration on the 
assignment price if this is due by the organiser or, as a last resort, at CHF 100.00 per 
performance. 
The amount of this cancellation fee constitutes the author’s loss of income in the event of 
cancellation by government order or force majeure.  
For any exclusive authorisation, SSA sets a minimum number of guaranteed performances, 
generally corresponding to one third of the total number of performances planned. 
The minimum number of performances is deemed to apply to all co-authors. 

 
9.3. Provisions 

 
SSA is entitled to demand payment of provisions, in particular for annual events. 

 

10. Penalties and estimates 
 

10.1. Any delay in the submission of the declaration of income, payments, as well as the 
establishment of payment plans, shall be subject to charges invoiced in addition to the 
royalties in accordance with the conditions published on www.ssa.ch. 

 
10.2. If the user fails to submit the declaration of income within the final deadline set in writing 

by SSA, the latter is entitled to estimate the authors’ rights remuneration due according 
to objective criteria and to double the amount of the authors’ rights remuneration as a 
penalty. Unless otherwise notified within 30 days, the invoice is deemed to have been 
accepted by the user. 
 

10.3. In the event of recovery by debt collection, the debtor shall bear the costs of debt 
collection. 

 
10.4. In addition, SSA and the author expressly reserve the right to take legal action before the 

courts having jurisdiction in order to protect the rights of the author concerned and to 
claim compensation, if necessary, in the form of damages. 

 

http://www.ssa.ch/
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11. Performances subject to a particularly fragile financial situation and 
charitable events 

 
11.1. Performances subject to a particularly fragile financial situation 

At the request of a user, and in agreement with the authors concerned, SSA may grant 
discounts to users for performances subject to a particularly fragile financial situation 
where a low level of revenue is expected. The request must be accompanied by the 
supporting documents requested by SSA. SSA may refuse to consider the matter. 

 
11.2. Charitable events (appealing to public generosity)  

With the consent of the author, SSA may grant free performance rights at charity events, 
provided that a corresponding request is sent to SSA at least 6 weeks before the 
performance and that it complies in all respects with the conditions of the specific 
regulations - “Conditions for granting free performance rights at charitable events" - 
available on request from SSA. 

 

12. Liability of the recipient of the authorisation  
 
The recipient of the authorisation may delegate the payment of authors’ rights remuneration to a 
third party, subject to informing SSA in advance and providing a copy of the contract under the 
terms of which the third party expressly undertakes to pay the authors’ rights remuneration. The 
fact that all or part of the payment burden has been entrusted to a third party does not exonerate 
the recipient of the authorisation from his/her contractual liability in the event of default by the said 
third party. 
 

13. Modifications, applicable law, place of jurisdiction, validity 
 
SSA is entitled to amend these General Terms and Conditions at any time. Provided that the 
amendment is notified by publication on www.ssa.ch, the amended provisions will also apply 30 
days after publication to any current authorisations that may have been issued previously. 
 
Legal relations with SSA are governed by Swiss law and the place of jurisdiction is Lausanne.  
 
These General Terms and Conditions come into force on 1st September 2026 and are published 
on www.ssa.ch on 16 February 2026.  
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Approved by the SSA Board of Directors on 4 December 2025 

http://www.ssa.ch/
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